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EXTINCTION 


Extinction is the dying 
out of a species. 
Extinction plays an 
important role in the 
evolution of life 
because it opens up 
opportunities for new 
species to emerge. 


Some Scientists estimate 
that it takes one million 
years for a species to go 
extinct, so if there are 
one million species on 
the planet , on average 
there will be one species 
distinction per year. 


WHAT THE 
SCIENTISTS SAY? 
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The main modern causes 
of extinction are the loss 
and degradation of 
habitat (mainly 
deforestation), over 
exploitation (hunting, 
overfishing), invasive 
species, climate change, 
and nitrogen pollution 


Other experts believe de- 
extinction could harm the 


environment, not help it. 
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They say placing a new 
version 
of an extinct species 
into an ecosystem could 
hurt other animals. 
Many scientists also say 
that bringing back a 
version of mammoth is 
not likely to affect 
climate change. 
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According to the 
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN),there are nowa 

total of 41,415 species 
on the IUCN Red List, 
and 16,306 of them are 
endangered species 
threatened with 
extinction. 


e This is up from 
16,118 compared to 
last year. This 
includes both 
endangered animals 
and endangered 
plants. 
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The Report finds that 
around 7 million animal 
and plant species are 
now threatened with 
extinction, many within 
decades, more than ever 
before in human history. 
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There are five main 
causes of extinction. 
Extinction can be 
caused by different 
gees praigeetaie 
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RESULT OF 
EXTINCTION 


As species go 
extinct, they are 
taken out of the 
food chain. 
Animals that ate 
the newly-extinct 
species have to 
find new food 
sources or starve. 
This can damage 
the populations 
of other plants or 
animals. . 


Furthermore, if a . 
predator goes extinct, its 
prey's population can 
proliferate, unbalancing — 
local ecosystems 
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Here are ways you 
can make a 
difference: 

Adopt. From wild 
animals to wild 
places, there’s an 
option for everyone. 


Volunteer. If you 
don’t have money to 
Sive, donate your 
time. ... 


Visit. Zoos, 
aquariums, 
national parks 
and wildlife 
reiuses are all 
home to wild 
animals. 

Donate. ... 

Speak Up. ... 

Buy Responsiblv. ... 

Pitch In. ... 

Recucle. 
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